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tliis country; and you may depend on the highest respect
being had in our decisions to the Shastcr and Bebhar, those
sacred deposits of your religion and laws : we have already,
in the only case which required our being informed of your
religion and law, called in and consulted with those venerable
oracles, the pundits, and were guided by their decisions,
drawn from the text of the Shnster.

" It will be a great ease to us in the farther discharge of
our duties, to be furnished with your observations on those
points in which you apprehend any innovations likely to be
made, that being apprised of them we may be more cautious
in our judgments, if those points should come before us.

e< The protection of you, gentlemen, and the other natives
of this country, was the first and main object that induced
his Majesty to place the administration of justice in our hands;
and I am sure we shall all esteem ourselves guilty of a cri-
minal breach of trust, if we do not in cases of property, and
in all other matters, which may come under out cognizance,
labour to the utmost of our power to promote your welfare
and to preserve your religion,

<c Mr. Justice Chambers, and Mr. Justice Lemaistre, will
be sorry that their absence from the settlement has prevented
them from receiving this address personally from you: but I
will, with the utmost expedition, convey to them the satisfac-
tion they must enjoy from being addressed by persons of your
rank and estimation."

"ANSWER to the Address of the Armenians, delivered by Sir
Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Justice.
" Gentlemen,
*c It is by no means surprising, understanding as you did,
that new laws were to be introduced among you, formed to
rule a nation differing so wide in climate, manners, and reli-
gion, from you, that you should take an alarm. It will be
with the highest satisfaction I am enabled to acquaint his
Majesty, through his ministers, with what cheerfulness you
submit to his laws, and with what gratitude you acknowledge
his royal care, extended to these regions so remote from the
seat of his empire, and with what warmth you wish, that the
salutary influence of his laws may be yet wider extended, and
their establishment (if possible) more effectually secured. I
will likewise most faithfully transmit your hopes that the
laws may hereafter be modified and blended with the imme-
diate national and constitutional peculiarities of this country.
"We enjoy great happiness from finding that our adminis-
tratidn of those laws has tended to remove the prejudices